A sensitive bioassay for luteinizing hormone-like activity applied to systemic plasmas of foetal rats.
A sensitive bioassay for plasma LH-like activity has been developed by utilization of the testosterone response of foetal rat testes to gonadotrophic stimulation in vitro. The volume of plasma required for the assay and the target organ make the methods suitable for bioassays of circulating LH-like activity in foetal rat plasma. When applied to foetal plasmas, the method has shown that castration performed on day 19 of gestation induced 24 h later an increase in the LH-like activity of the plasma and that decapitation under the same conditions led to a decrease in this activity in male foetuses.